Research Guidelines of Plant Resources-2013
1. Preamble: 

Whereas, it is expedient to regulate, manage and make useful to the achievement of the functions relating to support and promotion to the trade related products as well as scientific innovation,  study, research,  survey and cultivation of valuable plants and development of processing technology of the plant resources under the territory of Nepal. Now, therefore, this Research Guidelines of Plant Resources-2013 is hereby enacted and put into effect. 
2. Name and Commencement:
A. The name of the Guidelines shall be Research Guidelines of Plant Resources-2013.
B. These Guidelines shall come into effect from the date of approval by the Ministry.

3. Definition:

Unless the subject or context otherwise requires, in this Guidelines;
A. "Policy" shall mean "Herbs and Non-timber Forest Products Development Policy-2004.

B. "Ministry" shall mean the Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation.

C. "Secretary" shall mean the Secretary of the Ministry of Forests and Soil Conservation.
D. "Department" shall mean the Department of Plant Resources.

E. "Office" shall mean the central and district level office under the jurisdiction of the Department.
4. Objectives:
The Objectives of this Research Guidelines shall be as mentioned hereunder;

A. To facilitate and regulate the research process.

B. To strengthen the capacity of the manpower of the Department via research.

C. To publish and documentation of the result acquired from the research.

5. Research  Guidelines:

A. The individuals or organizations (National or International), willing to carry out research in plant resources of Nepal, should submit application before the Department in the format as prescribed in Schedule-1 enclosing with research proposal in the format as prescribed in Schedule-2 including recommendation letter of affiliated organizations. If the researcher is a foreign national, photocopy of her/his Passport should also be enclosed with the said application.
B. If it is required to get further explanation due to lack of clarity in application and research proposal obtained according to Sub-Section "A", the unclear matter can be cleared by calling the concerned researcher to the Department or via letter.
C. In the situation that if any native and foreign individual or organization files application for the purpose of research, permission can be granted by the Department by getting consent of the Ministry.

D. The Research Team, getting permission according to Sub-Section "C", should carry out the function of survey and collection only under the supervision of Gazetted (Tech.) officer as prescribed by the Department.
E. Students studying in Bachelor, Master or Ph. D. level from Nepalese University are required to obtain permission from the Department for the purpose of research in herbarium, sample seed, fruit, tuber under own country. Provided that permission of Department of National Park and Wildlife Conservation should be obtained while collecting sample from protected areas as prescribed by Government of Nepal. If the sample is required to send abroad, permission of the Ministry should be obtained at the recommendation of the Department before carrying out the research.
F. The format of research license shall be as mentioned in Schedule-3.

G. It is prohibited to export of live materials in abroad for research without prior approval of the Ministry. Provided that those live material can be taken away to abroad by getting approval of the Ministry, if it is required due to causation of any disease or if it is required to make investigation from abroad in the course of investigation and prosecution of any case.
H. While collecting sample of the plants listed in Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), the sample can be collected and it can be taken away to abroad only after accomplishing the Guidelines as prescribed by prevailing Act, Rules and International Conventions.
I. Each researcher shall have the duty to submit a copy of sample of the plant to National Herbarium and Plants Lab, Godabari, Lalitpur after identification of the plants collected from Nepal.
J. The researcher, who reports the new plants from Nepal at first, should submit report to National Herbarium and Plants Lab, Godabari, Lalitpur, if holotype and isotype of said sample is established.
6. Provision Relating to Publication of Nepal Flora:
A. Organizations (University of Tokyo, Japan, British History Museum (BM), and Royal Botanical Garden Edinburg, UK), currently working in coordination in consonance with the tripartite agreement of Ministry made on November 2, 2001 for recording and data updating of Nepal Flora and national organizations (Tribhuvan University, Central Department of Botany and Nepal Academy of Science and Technology) may carry out the function of collection jointly.
B. Only after obtaining proof of submission of each copy of sample collected according Sub-Section "A" to National Herbarium and Plants Lab, Godabari, Lalitpur, under this Department, from concerned office, the organization jointly working for identification will be allowed to take away to the sample of dead plant in their own country by getting approval of the Department. The information regarding to send the sample shall be given to the Ministry.
C. The dead plant herbarium carried away according to Sub-Section "B" should not be used for any business purpose excepting the purpose of research and scientific identification.
D. The dead plant herbarium or its derivatives shall not be provided to third party for any purpose without approval of the Ministry.
E. The collection team shall not be allowed to perform any function against prevailing Acts, Laws of Government of Nepal and local rules, values and norms.

F. The samples of plant herbarium shall be collected only from prescribed and proposed places.

G. The co-worker organizations as mentioned in Sub-Section "A" shall also be prohibited to carry away the live material. 

7. Provision  of Technical Committee:
A. If any person or organization submits research proposal for the study and research of plants, a technical committee shall be constituted comprising three members under the coordination of Botanist (Forest Service, Botany Group, Gazetted Second Class/technical) of the Department including experts of concerned subject for the purpose of recommendation by carrying out assessment of the proposal. The licensing process shall be initiated only after approval of the Ministry on the basis of recommendation of the Committee. Decision shall be made by the Department after receiving application for that purpose. 
B. The Department may invite concerned experts in the Technical Committee to be constituted according to Sub-Section "A".

C. The meeting of the Technical Committee shall be held as per the requirement.
8. Provision Relating to Capacity Building of Manpower:
A. The Department may make necessary arrangement of easy and reliable supply of skilled and technical manpower as per the requirement by making organizational relationship and coordination with national and foreign educational and research institution according to the process as prescribed by the Government of Nepal as indicated by the policy for survey, identification, exploratory survey, production, distillation of marketing management of herbal and non-timber forest products.
B. If any University or research oriented organizations of Nepal demands to carry out the function compatible with the function of the Department of Plant Resources, the research can be carried out jointly and facility of lab and library can be made make available to each other by making Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). Joint supervision should be done to that effect.
C. The Department, with the objective of motivation and career development of its own employees, may recommend for the study of Ph.D. for two persons and Master's level for one person or more every year in support and cooperation of any organization or University for high level study, research and training under the prevailing Civil Service Act and Civil Service Regulations of Government of Nepal.
9. To set down the Priority of Research: 
A. The Department shall prescribe the priority of research and study by specializing subject matter as determined by the Policy.
B. The priorities prescribed according to Sub-Section "A" shall be updated in website of the Department and Advertisement and Documentation Section.

10. Terms and Conditions to be abided by the Researcher:
A. While carrying out research excepting the research of Nepal flora, it should be carried out under the prevailing laws and terms and conditions as mentioned in the license.

B.  If it is required to carry away the dead plant herbarium or aromatic  plant oil to abroad for comprehensive test, the Department may send it by making sealed after confirmation of scientific identification and its quantity and by getting approval of the Ministry in recommendation of the Department.
C. After commencement of research, the researcher should submit the brief report before the Department in every six months. After completion of research, the researcher should submit printed and electronic copy each of the comprehensive report before the Department. If the researcher failed to submit report and failed to conduct the research work under prescribed terms and condition and prevailing laws, the researcher and affiliated organization will be blacklisted. Thereafter no further research work will be granted to them and no any joint work will be conducted with them.
D. While publishing result by the researcher, the employees of the Department associated in the research work will be involved as author or co-author on the basis of their contribution in research work. 
11. Miscellaneous: 
A. If it is required to extend time due to unfinished research work within the stipulated time limit, application should be submitted before the Department with the progress report up to that time. The Department may extend the time by carrying out assessment of the report. 
B. The person or organization carrying out research will be allowed to publish or disseminating the report through medias only after submitting it before the Department. 

C. Annual Report of the Department shall be published every year by preparing the details including the name, address of the individual or organization involved in research work and topic of the research.
D. While carrying out research work to be conducted by the Department or sub-ordinate office, arrangement of lab and field internship can be made by the Department by making participation of Nepali students/ Nepalese citizens interesting to perform research work by the Department itself and in case of the foreign researcher by getting consent of the Ministry. 

E. The copyright over the result of the research shall be as per the prevailing laws and decision of the Government of Nepal.
Schedules:-
Schedule-1: Format of application for approval of license of research

Schedule-2: Format of research proposal

Schedule-3: Format of license

Schedule-1

Format of application for approval of license of research

Date: 

Subject: Requesting to grant license to carry out research
The Director General

Department of Plant Resources (DPR)
Thapathali, Kathmandu

With reference to the subject, I hereby requested to you to grant license to me for purpose of study as mentioned hereunder.

	Name of the Researcher
	First
	Middle
	Surname

	
	
	
	

	Address of the Researcher
	Permanent:

Temporary:
	Email:
	Phone No.:

	Affiliated Organization
	Name of the Organization
	Address

	
	
	

	Designation
	

	Level of Research
	Individual: Bachelor's Level/Master's level/PhD. or other……
	Institutional: National/International

	Topic of Research
	

	Area of Research
	

	Research Methodology
	
	Sample Collection
	Sample Test

	
	
	Yes
	No
	In Nepal
	In abroad

	Tenure of Research
	From……………………To……………………………

	Enclosed Documents
	1. Application Pages….
2. Research proposal Page…

3. Recommendation of affiliated organization and deed of agreement page…

4. Copy of Passport page…(In connection to foreign researcher)


Signature of Applicant

Schedule-2:

Format of research proposal

A. Cover page

B. Introduction

C. Justification of Research

D. Objective

E. Research Methodology

F. Expected Achievements
G. Time Table

H. Bibliography
Schedule-3

Format of license for research 

Government of Nepal

Ministry of Forest and Soil Conservation

Department of Plant Resources (DPR)
Thapathali, Kathmandu

Date: 

Subject: Regarding Research License

To,
…….

With reference to the subject, this license to carry out research as mentioned hereunder under the jurisdiction of that office has been granted as per the decision made by Government of Nepal (Secretary level)/this Department on……….

	Name of the Researcher
	First
	Middle
	Surname

	
	
	
	

	Address of the Researcher
	Permanent:

Temporary
	Email:
	Phone No.:

	Affiliated Organization
	Name of the Organization
	Address

	
	
	

	Designation
	

	Level of Research
	Individual: Bachelor's Level/Master's level/PhD or other……
	Institutional: National/International

	Topic of Research
	

	Area of Research
	

	Research Methodology
	
	Sample Collection
	Sample Test

	
	
	Yes
	No
	In Nepal
	In abroad

	Tenure of Research
	From……………………To……………………………

	Terms of research
	1. The research should carry out research in coordination with Department and concerned office
2. The researcher should submit the research proposal before concerned office also
3. After completion of research work, the researcher should submit one hard copy and one soft copy of the report before the Department and concerned protected area.
4. While publishing results by the researcher, the name of the Co-author should also be mentioned on the basis of contribution of employees involved in research work
5. The collected sample should not be allowed to take away to  abroad without prior approval of Government of Nepal


…….
Scientific Officer

C.C to

………
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